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Are you using the latest version of this specification?
• You will always find the most up-to-date version of this specification on our website at 
• We will write to you if there are significant changes to the specification.
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1 Introduction
1.1 Why choose AQA for A-level Law
Studying Law gives students an understanding of the role of Law in today's society and raises their
awareness of the rights and responsibilities of individuals.

By learning about legal rules and how and why they apply to real life, students also develop their
analytical ability, decision making, critical thinking and problem-solving skills. All these skills are
highly sought after by higher education and employers.

We’re confident that you and your students will enjoy this specification. We created it with help
from teachers and subject experts and we’ve kept the content that you and your students enjoy.
We’ve included some new case studies and theories to keep content fresh, relevant and engaging.

Topics are clearly structured and include:

• The nature of law and the English legal system
• Private law
• Public law
• Legal skills

Clear, well-structured exams, accessible for all
To enable your students to show their breadth of knowledge and understanding of legal issues,
we’ve created a simple and straightforward structure and layout for our papers, using a mixture of
question types including multiple choice, short answer and extended response questions.
Assessment remains 100% exam-based.

You can find out about all our Law qualifications at aqa.org.uk/law

1.2 Support and resources to help you teach
We’ve worked with experienced teachers to provide you with a range of resources that will help
you confidently plan, teach and prepare for exams.

1.2.1 Teaching resources
Visit aqa.org.uk/7162 to see all our teaching resources. They include:

• specimen assessment materials that will give your students a clear idea what to expect in the
exams

• flexible schemes of work to help you plan for course delivery in your own way
• a student textbook from an AQA approved publisher
• training courses to help you deliver AQA Law qualifications
• subject expertise courses for all teachers, from newly qualified teachers who are just getting

started to experienced teachers looking for fresh inspiration.
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1.2.2 Preparing for exams
Visit aqa.org.uk/7162 for everything you need to prepare for our exams, including:

• sample papers and mark schemes for new courses
• Exampro: a searchable bank of past AQA exam questions
• example student answers with examiner commentaries.

1.2.3 Analyse your students' results with Enhanced Results Analysis
(ERA)
Find out which questions were the most challenging, how the results compare to previous years
and where your students need to improve. ERA, our free online results analysis tool, will help you
see where to focus your teaching. Register at aqa.org.uk/era

For information about results, including maintaining standards over time, grade boundaries and our
post-results services, visit aqa.org.uk/results

1.2.4 Keep your skills up-to-date with professional development
Wherever you are in your career, there’s always something new to learn. As well as subject
specific training, we offer a range of courses to help boost your skills.

• Improve your teaching skills in areas including differentiation, teaching literacy and meeting
Ofsted requirements.

• Prepare for a new role with our leadership and management courses.

You can attend a course at venues around the country, in your school or online – whatever suits
your needs and availability. Find out more at coursesandevents.aqa.org.uk

1.2.5 Help and support
Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at aqa.org.uk/7162

If you'd like us to share news and information about this qualification, sign up for emails and
updates at aqa.org.uk/keepinformed-computer-science

Alternatively, you can call or email our subject team direct.

E: law@aqa.org.uk

T: 01483 477822
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2 Specification at a glance
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the
course.

2.1 Subject content
1. The nature of law and the English legal system (page 9)
2. Criminal law (page 12)
3. Tort (page 14)

Options

4. Law of contract (page 15)
5. Human rights (page 17)

2.2 Assessments
Paper 1:

What's assessed

The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100).

Criminal law (75 marks out of 100).

How it's assessed

• Written exam: 2 hours
• 100 marks
• 33% of A-level

Questions

A combination of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions.
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Paper 2:

What's assessed

The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100).

Tort (75 marks out of 100).

How it's assessed

• Written exam: 2 hours
• 100 marks
• 33% of A-level

Questions

A combination of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions.

Paper 3:

What's assessed

Law of contract (75 marks out of 100).

The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100).

OR

Human rights (75 marks out of 100).

The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100).

How it's assessed

• Written exam: 2 hours
• 100 marks
• 33% of A-level

Questions

A combination of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions.

8   Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration

http://


3 Subject content
Students will be expected to:

• develop competence in using legal skills during the study of the nature of law, legal issues
and the English legal system, and private and public areas of substantive law

• demonstrate their ability to analyse a scenario by identifying the key facts from which legal
issues arise

• analyse, when formulating a legal argument, legislation by applying the rules and principles
of statutory interpretation and analyse case law by applying the doctrine of precedent

• in respect of each private and public area of substantive law they are required to study, to
analyse, apply and evaluate the legal rules and principles of that area of law. Analysis and
application must include the ability to identify and breakdown into constituent parts the
relevant legal rules and principles for each area of law and apply those legal principles to a
hypothetical scenario. Evaluation must require students to formulate a reasoned argument to
support a particular proposition by reference to the relevant legal rules and principles that
support that argument

• construct clear, concise and logical legal arguments which are substantiated by legal
authority, using appropriate legal terminology

• construct a persuasive argument including instances where they have recognised that there
are no clear legal precedents or conflicting precedents to solve a problem

• analyse and critically evaluate legal issues by identifying different perspectives, being able to
support their identification of the strongest viewpoint and demonstrating the ability to counter
alternative viewpoints.

3.1 The nature of law and the English legal system
Content Additional information

Nature of law • Basic understanding of the distinction between
enforceable legal rules and principles and other
rules and norms of behaviour.

• Basic understanding of the differences between
criminal and civil law and between different
sources of law including custom, statute law
and the common law.

Nature of law: law and society • The role law plays in society.
• The effect of law on enforceable rights and the

balance required between competing interests
(eg public and private).

• The meaning and importance of fault in civil
and/or criminal law.
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Content Additional information

Nature of law: law and morality • The distinction between law and morality and
the diversity of moral views in a pluralist
society.

• The relationship between law and morality and
its importance.

• The legal enforcement of moral values.

Nature of law: law and justice • The meaning of justice and theories of justice.
• The extent to which the law (civil and/or

criminal) achieves justice.

The rule of law Basic understanding of the constitutional doctrine of
the rule of law and its application to law making, the
legal system and substantive law:

• no person shall be sanctioned except in
accordance with the law

• equality before the law
• fairness and clarity.

Law making: parliamentary law making Parliamentary law making including:

• Green and White papers
• the formal legislative process
• the influences on parliament
• the doctrine of parliamentary supremacy and

limitations on it
• the advantages and disadvantages of

influences on parliamentary law making.

Law making: delegated legislation • Types of delegated legislation: orders in
council, statutory instruments, bylaws (from
local authorities and public bodies).

• Parliamentary and judicial controls on
delegated legislation.

• The reasons for the use of delegated
legislation.

• The advantages and disadvantages of
delegated legislation.

Law making: statutory interpretation • The rules of statutory interpretation: literal,
golden and mischief rules; the purposive
approach.

• Internal (intrinsic) and external (extrinsic) aids.
• The impact of European Union law and of the

Human Rights Act 1998 on statutory
interpretation.

• The advantages and disadvantages of the
different approaches to statutory interpretation.
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Content Additional information

Law making: judicial precedent • The doctrine of judicial precedent.
• The hierarchy of the courts including the

Supreme Court.
• Stare decisis, ratio decidendi and obiter dicta;

law reporting in outline and the reasons for it.
• The operation of judicial precedent: following,

overruling and distinguishing.
• The advantages and disadvantages of the

doctrine of judicial precedent and the operation
of precedent.

Law making: law reform • The work of the Law Commission: reform,
codification, consolidation and repeal.

• The advantages and disadvantages of reform
through the Law Commission.

Law making: the European Union • The institutions of the European Union: the
Council, the Commission, the Parliament and
the Court of Justice of the European Union and
their functions.

• The different sources of European Union law:
treaties, regulations and directives.

• The impact of European Union law on the law
of England and Wales.

The legal system: the civil courts and other
forms of dispute resolution

• Basic understanding of civil courts, including
the track system and the appeal system.

• Other forms of dispute resolution: outline of the
tribunal structure and the role of tribunals. The
roles of mediation and negotiation.

The legal system: the criminal courts and
lay people

• Basic understanding of the criminal process
including the classification of offences, and the
appeal system.

• Criminal court powers and sentencing of adult
offenders.

• The role of lay people: the role and powers of
magistrates in criminal courts and the role of
juries in criminal courts.

• The advantages and disadvantages of using
juries in criminal courts.
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Content Additional information

The legal system: legal personnel and the
judiciary

• Basic understanding of the different roles of
barristers, solicitors and legal executives.

• Basic understanding of the regulation of legal
personnel.

• The judiciary: types of judge.
• The role of judges in civil and criminal courts.
• The independence of the judiciary: security of

tenure, immunity from suit, independence from
the Executive.

• Reason for and advantages of judicial
independence and the methods by which it is
achieved.

The legal system: access to justice and
funding

• Basic understanding of alternative sources of
legal advice: help lines, Citizens Advice Bureau
(CAB), law centres and trade unions.

• Private funding: own resources, insurance and
conditional fee agreements.

• Basic understanding of public funding: criminal
and civil state funding.

3.2 Criminal law
Content Additional information

The rules of criminal law Rules and principles concerning general elements of
criminal liability and liability for offences against the
person, property offences and attempt.

Theory in criminal law Harm as the basis for criminalising conduct.

Autonomy, fault and individual responsibility.

Principles in formulating rules of criminal law:

• fair labelling
• correspondence
• maximum certainty
• no retrospective liability.
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Content Additional information

General elements of liability Actus reus:

• conduct; acts and omissions and state of affairs
• voluntariness and involuntariness
• causation
• consequences.

Additional fault elements:

• mens rea; intention and subjective recklessness
• negligence
• transferred malice.

No fault: strict liability.

Coincidence of actus reus and mens rea.

Fatal offences against the person Common law offence of murder:

voluntary manslaughter:

• loss of control (s54 Coroners and Justice Act
2009)

• diminished responsibility (s2 Homicide Act 1957
as amended).

Common law offence of involuntary manslaughter:

• unlawful act manslaughter
• gross negligence manslaughter.

Non-fatal offences against the person Common assault:

• assault
• battery.

Offences Against the Person Act 1861:

• s47 assault/battery occasioning actual bodily
harm

• s20 unlawful and malicious wounding or inflicting
grievous bodily harm

• s18 unlawful and malicious wounding or causing
grievous bodily harm with intent to cause
grievous bodily harm.

Property offences Theft (s1 Theft Act 1968).

Robbery (s8 Theft Act 1968).

Preliminary offence Attempt (s1 Criminal Attempts Act 1981).

Defences

Capacity defences

• Insanity.
• Automatism.
• Intoxication.
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Content Additional information

Defences

Necessity defences

• Self-defence/prevention of crime.
• Duress.
• Duress of circumstances.

3.3 Tort
Content Additional information

The rules of tort law Rules and principles concerning liability and fault in
actions for negligence, occupiers' liability, nuisance
and vicarious liability, and associated defences and
remedies.

Theory of tort law Analysis and evaluation of when tort law imposes
liability, with particular reference to the issues
specified below:

• basic understanding of the public policy factors
governing the imposition of a duty of care (the
Caparo three-part test) in a claim for physical
injury to people and damage to property

• basic understanding of the policy factors
governing imposition of liability for pure
economic loss and psychiatric injury

• basic understanding of the factors governing the
objective standard of care in an action for
negligence

• basic understanding of the factors governing the
grant of an injunction as a remedy, and the way
in which conflicting interests are balanced

• basic understanding of the nature and purpose
of vicarious liability.

Liability in negligence for physical injury
to people and damage to property

• Duty of care: the 'neighbour' principle; the
Caparo three-part test.

• Breach of duty: the objective standard of care.
• Damage: factual causation and legal causation

(remoteness of damage).

Liability in negligence for economic loss
and psychiatric injury

• Liability for pure economic loss caused by
negligent acts and negligent misstatements.

• Liability for psychiatric injury sustained by
primary and secondary victims.

14   Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration

http://


Content Additional information

Occupiers' liability • Liability in respect of visitors (Occupiers’ Liability
Act 1957).

• Liability in respect of trespassers (Occupiers'
Liability Act 1984).

Nuisance and the escape of dangerous
things

• Private nuisance.
• The rule in Rylands v Fletcher.

Vicarious liability • • Nature and purpose of vicarious liability
• Testing employment status
• Other areas of vicarious liability

Defences • Contributory negligence.
• Consent (volenti non fit injuria).
• Defences specific to private nuisance and the

rule in Rylands v Fletcher.

Remedies • Basic understanding of compensatory damages
for physical injury to people, damage to property
and economic loss; basic understanding of the
principle of mitigation of loss.

• Injunctions.

3.4 Law of contract
Content Additional information

The rules of contract law Rules and principles of contract law concerning formation,
terms, vitiating factors, discharge of a contract and
associated remedies.
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Content Additional information

Theory of contract law Analysis and evaluation of the voluntary nature of a
contract and of principles governing contract law, with
particular reference to the issues specified below:

• outline of the theory of freedom of contract and the
competing need to protect the consumer

• outline of the distinction between offers, offers in
unilateral contract and invitation to treat; outline of
acceptances including the rationale for the postal
rule and its relationship to electronic
communications

• outline of the rationale for consideration, and of the
relationships between consideration and privity, and
between consideration and economic duress

• outline of the nature and effectiveness of exemption
clauses

• outline of the nature and effectiveness of remedies
including specifically consumer remedies.

Essential requirements of contract • Offer and acceptance.
• Consideration (including privity of contract).
• Intention to create legal relations.

Contract terms: general • Express and implied terms.
• Conditions, warranties and innominate terms.

Contract terms: specific terms implied
by statute law in relation to consumer
contracts

Consumer Rights Act 2015

• Terms implied into a contract to supply goods:
• s9 (satisfactory quality)
• s10 (fitness for particular purpose)
• s11 (description).

• Remedies for the breach of a term implied into a
contract to supply goods:
• s20 (short term right to reject)
• s23 (right to repair or a replacement)
• s24 (right to a price reduction or a final right to

reject).
• Terms implied into a contract to supply services:

• s49 (reasonable care and skill)
• s52 (performance within a reasonable time).

• Remedies for the breach of a term implied into a
contract to supply services:
• s55 (right to repeat performance)
• s56 (right to a price reduction).
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Content Additional information

Contract terms: exclusion clauses • Basic understanding of the nature of exclusion and
limitation clauses.

• Common law control of exclusion clauses: rules
relating to incorporation; brief understanding of the
rules relating to construction.

• Statutory control of exclusion clauses: Unfair
Contract Terms Act 1977 (s2 and s3); Consumer
Rights Act 2015 (s31, s57 and s65).

Vitiating factors • Misrepresentation (nature, types and remedies).
• Economic duress (definition and remedies).

Discharge of a contract • Performance.
• Breach (actual and anticipatory breach).
• Frustration.

Remedies • Compensatory damages (including categories of
recoverable loss, causation, remoteness and
mitigation).

• Equitable remedies of specific performance and
rescission.

• Termination of contract for breach.

3.5 Human Rights
Content Additional information

Rules in Human Rights law Rules and principles of law relating to the right to life,
to liberty and security of person, to privacy, to freedom
of expression, and to freedom of assembly and
association, as regonised by the European Convention
on Human Rights and in the United Kingdom.

Theory in Human Rights • Theories of rights.
• Rights contrasted with liberties.
• The scope of ‘fundamental human’ rights.

Human Rights in international law The Second World War and its aftermath.

The United Nations and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights 1948.

The Council of Europe and the European Convention
on Human Rights 1953.

Human Rights in the United Kingdom
prior to the Human Rights Act 1998

The status of the European Convention on Human
Rights in the United Kingdom, and the impact of
decisions of the European Court of Human Rights.
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Content Additional information

Human Rights in the United Kingdom
after the enactment of the Human Rights
Act 1998

Extent and method of incorporation and interpretation
of the provisions of the European Convention on
Human Rights.

Impact on constitutional arrangements and on law in
the United Kingdom including entrenched nature of the
Human Rights Act 1998 in the devolutionary
settlement of Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Criticisms of Human Rights.

The European Convention on Human
Rights 1953

Article 2 of the European Convention on
Human Rights 1953

Article 2.1: right to life

Article 2.2: justified exceptions.

Article 5 of the European Convention on
Human Rights 1953

Article 5.1: right to liberty and security of person.

Article 5.1a–5.1c: justified deprivation of liberty – lawful
arrest or detention.

Article 5.2–5.5: additional requirements to justify
deprivation of liberty in cases of lawful arrest or
detention.

Article 8 of the European Convention on
Human Rights 1953

Article 8.1: right to respect for private and family life,
his home and for his correspondence.

Article 10 of the European Convention
on Human Rights 1953

Article 10.1: right to freedom of expression.

• Receive information and ideas.
• Communicate information and ideas.

Article 11 of the European Convention on
Human Rights 1953

Article 11.1: right to freedom of peaceful assembly and
to freedom of association with others.

Restrictions Article 8.2, Article 10.2 and Article 11.2: restrictions on
the rights under Article 8.1, Article 10.1 and Article
11.1.

General requirements relating to restrictions.

Enforcement Claims before the European Court of Human Rights;
the role of domestic courts; the effect of decisions on
states and claimants.

The process of judicial review.
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Content Additional information

Human Rights and English law The right to life: an outline of criminal and civil law
provisions and investigatory procedures.

• Homicide and associated offences (including thre
defence of self-defence/prevention of crime).

• Obligations on police and others in planning
dangerous operations.

• Protective policing.
• Civil law negligence.
• Independent investigation of deaths in custody or

attributable to agents of the State.

Deprivation of liberty.

Privacy and communication: criminal and civil law
provisions which protect or restrict the rights.

Expression, assembly and association: in addition to
relevant provisions identified above which impact on
the balance between privacy and the right to freedom
of expression, assembly and association.

Reform Reform of the protection of Human Rights in the UK.
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4 Scheme of assessment
Find past papers and mark schemes, and specimen papers for new courses, on our website at 
aqa.org.uk/pastpapers

This specification is designed to be taken over two years.

This is a linear qualification. In order to achieve the award, students must complete all
assessments at the end of the course and in the same series.

A-level exams and certification for this specification are available for the first time in May/June
2019 and then every May/June for the life of the specification.

All materials are available in English only.

Our A-level exams in Law include questions that allow students to demonstrate their ability to:

• draw together their knowledge, skills and understanding from across the full course of study
• provide extended responses.

4.1 Aims
Courses based on this specification must encourage students to:

• develop their knowledge and understanding of the English legal system and areas of both
private and public law within the law of England and Wales

• develop an understanding of legal method and reasoning as used by lawyers and the
judiciary

• develop and apply the techniques of legal method and reasoning to analyse and offer
answers to problems, based on legal principles, legislation and case law

• develop the ability to construct conclusions and communicate legal arguments by reference
to appropriate legal authorities

• develop the ability to communicate persuasive legal arguments by reference to appropriate
legal authorities

• be able to demonstrate critical awareness of the influence and operation of the law in society.

4.2 Assessment objectives
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all A-level Law
specifications and all exam boards.

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the English legal system and legal rules
and principles.

• AO2: Apply legal rules and principles to given scenarios in order to present a legal argument
using appropriate legal terminology.

• AO3: Analyse and evaluate legal rules, principles, concepts and issues.
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4.2.1 Assessment objective weightings for A-level Law
Assessment objectives (AOs) Component weightings (approx %) Overall weighting

(approx %)Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

AO1 13.33 13.33 13.33 40

AO2 9 9 9 27

AO3 11 11 11 33

Overall weighting of
components

33.33% 33.33% 33.33% 100

4.3 Assessment weightings
The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components.
Students’ final marks will be calculated by adding together the scaled marks for each component.
Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled marks are
shown in the table below.

Component Maximum raw mark Scaling factor Maximum scaled mark

Paper 1 100 x 1 100

Paper 2 100 x 1 100

Paper 3 100 x 1 100

Total scaled mark: 300
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5 General administration
You can find information about all aspects of administration, as well as all the forms you need, at 
aqa.org.uk/examsadmin

5.1 Entries and codes
You only need to make one entry for each qualification – this will cover all the question papers,
non-exam assessment and certification.

Every specification is given a national discount (classification) code by the Department for
Education (DfE), which indicates its subject area.

If a student takes two specifications with the same discount code, further and higher education
providers are likely to take the view that they have only achieved one of the two qualifications.
Please check this before your students start their course.

Qualification title Option AQA entry
code

DfE discount
code

AQA Advanced Level GCE in Law Option A
Contract

7162A TBC

Option B
Human

7162B TBC

This specification complies with:

• Ofqual General conditions of recognition that apply to all regulated qualifications
• Ofqual GCE qualification level conditions that apply to all GCEs
• Ofqual GCE subject level conditions that apply to all GCEs in this subject
• all other relevant regulatory documents.

The Ofqual qualification accreditation number (QAN) is 603/1009/1.

5.2 Overlaps with other qualifications
There is overlapping content in the AS and A-level Law specifications. This helps you teach the AS
and A-level together.

5.3 Awarding grades and reporting results
The A-level qualification will be graded on a six-point scale: A*, A, B, C, D and E.

Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade E will be recorded as U (unclassified)
and will not receive a qualification certificate.
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5.4 Resits and shelf life
Students can resit the qualification as many times as they wish, within the shelf life of the
qualification.

5.5 Previous learning and prerequisites
There are no previous learning requirements. Any requirements for entry to a course based on this
specification are at the discretion of schools and colleges.

5.6 Access to assessment: diversity and inclusion
General qualifications are designed to prepare students for a wide range of occupations and
further study. Therefore our qualifications must assess a wide range of competences.

The subject criteria have been assessed to see if any of the skills or knowledge required present
any possible difficulty to any students, whatever their ethnic background, religion, sex, age,
disability or sexuality. Tests of specific competences were only included if they were important to
the subject.

As members of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) we participate in the production of the
JCQ document Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments: General and Vocational
qualifications. We follow these guidelines when assessing the needs of individual students who
may require an access arrangement or reasonable adjustment. This document is published at 
jcq.org.uk

Students with disabilities and special needs
We're required by the Equality Act 2010 to make reasonable adjustments to remove or lessen any
disadvantage that affects a disabled student.

We can make arrangements for disabled students and students with special needs to help them
access the assessments, as long as the competences being tested aren't changed. Access
arrangements must be agreed before the assessment. For example, a Braille paper would be a
reasonable adjustment for a Braille reader.

To arrange access arrangements or reasonable adjustments, you can apply using the online
service at aqa.org.uk/eaqa

Special consideration
We can give special consideration to students who have been disadvantaged at the time of the
assessment through no fault of their own – for example a temporary illness, injury or serious
problem such as family bereavement. We can only do this after the assessment.

Your exams officer should apply online for special consideration at aqa.org.uk/eaqa

For more information and advice visit aqa.org.uk/access or email 
accessarrangementsqueries@aqa.org.uk
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5.7 Working with AQA for the first time
If your school or college hasn't previously offered our specifications, you need to register as an
AQA centre. Find out how at aqa.org.uk/becomeacentre

5.8 Private candidates
This specification is available to private candidates.

A private candidate is someone who enters for exams through an AQA approved school or college
but is not enrolled as a student there.

A private candidate may be self-taught, home schooled or have private tuition, either with a tutor or
through a distance learning organisation. They must be based in the UK.

If you have any queries as a private candidate, you can:

• speak to the exams officer at the school or college where you intend to take your exams
• visit our website at aqa.org.uk/privatecandidates
• email privatecandidates@aqa.org.uk
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6 Appendix 1: Command words
Command word Context AOs Question(s) Meaning

Explain Nature of law/
ELS: non-
scenario.

AO1 6 Display
knowledge and
understanding of
some aspect(s) of
the nature of law/
ELS, possibly
requiring a
specified number
of points and/or
an example.

Suggest Substantive law:
brief scenario.

AO1 + AO2 7 Display and apply
knowledge and
understanding of
rules and
principles of
substantive law to
support or deny a
conclusion given
in the instruction.

Advise Substantive law;
scenario

AO1 + AO2 +
AO3

8 Display
knowledge and
understanding,
supported by
analysis,
evaluation, and
application of
relevant rules and
principles of
substantive law to
construct a legal
argument on
which advice as
to criminal or civil
liability is given.
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Command word Context AOs Question(s) Meaning

Consider Substantive law:
medium and long
scenario.

AO1 + AO2 +
AO3

8, 10, 11 Display
knowledge and
understanding,
supported by
detailed analysis,
evaluation, and
application of
relevant rules and
principles of
substantive law to
construct a legal
argument in which
a logical,
sustained and
well-developed
line of reasoning
is maintained
leading to a valid,
relevant and
substantiated
conclusion, or
range of possible
conclusions, as to
criminal or civil
liability

Examine Nature of Law/
Concepts/ELS:
non-scenario.

AO3 9 Analyse some
aspect of non-
substantive law (a
concept, some
aspect of the
nature of law, or
some aspect of
ELS) to provide a
detailed basis for
a required
evaluation of
substantive law.
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Command word Context AOs Question(s) Meaning

Discuss Nature of Law/
Concepts/ELS,
substantive law:
non-scenario.

AO3 9 Analyse and
evaluate some
aspect of
substantive law
within the
framework of an
analysis of non-
substantive law in
which a logical,
sustained and
well-developed
line of reasoning
is maintained
leading to a valid,
relevant and
substantiated
conclusion.

Assess Nature of Law/
Concepts/ELS:
scenario and non-
scenario.

AO3 11 Analyse and
evaluate some
aspect of non-
substantive law in
relation to some
aspect of
substantive law
already
introduced in
constructing a
legal argument
arising out of a
scenario.
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7 Appendix 2: Distribution of
non-substantive law topics
Paper 1 – Crime Paper 2 – Tort Paper 3 – Contract/HR

Nature of law – legal and other
rules; civil/criminal distinction
and sources.

Nature of law – legal and
other rules; civil/criminal
distinction and sources.

Nature of law – legal and other
rules; civil/criminal distinction
and sources.

The rule of law.

Statutory interpretation. Parliamentary law making. Delegated legislation.

Judicial precedent. Law reform. European Union.

The criminal courts and lay
people.

The civil courts and other
forms of dispute resolution.

Legal personnel – roles of
barristers, solicitors and legal
executives; regulation.

The judiciary: types of judge.
Role of judges in criminal courts.

The judiciary: types of judge.
Role of judges in civil courts.

The judiciary: types of judge.
Role of judges in civil courts
(contract) and in criminal
courts (human rights).

Independence of the judiciary.

Access to justice and funding in
criminal system.

Access to justice and funding
in civil system.

Access to justice and funding
in civil system (contract) and in
criminal system (human rights).

Law and society – fault.

Law and justice.

Law and society – fault.

Law and morality.

Law and society – balancing
conflicting interests.

Law and justice.

Law and morality.
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Get help and support
Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at 

You can talk directly to the Law subject team:

E: law@aqa.org.uk

T: 01483 477822

aqa.org.uk
Copyright © 2019 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
AQA retains the copyright on all its publications, including the specifications. However, schools and colleges registered with AQA are
permitted to copy material from this specification for their own internal use.
AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales
(company number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX.
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